
 Town of Eastover - Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

Eastover Community Center 
 

x□Mayor Charles G. McLaurin, Presiding.  
Council Members: □xCheryl C. Hudson, x□J. Lawrence Buffaloe,  
x□M. Stan Crumpler, x□Bruce R. Sykes, x□Kimberly F. McPhail,  

and x□C. Brian Pearce 
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING – May 9, 2023 

 
 
     Mayor Charles G. McLaurin, Council Members:  Kimberly McPhail, J. Lawrence 
Buffaloe, Bruce R. Sykes, Cheryl C. Hudson, C. Brian Pearce, and M. Stan Crumpler 
attended the May 9, 2023, Eastover Town Council Meeting.  A quorum was present at the 
Town Council Meeting. Also, in attendance were Mr. Donald Hudson, Town Attorney, Mr. 
Ronald Autry, Town Administrator and Ms. Elizabeth S. Bass, Town Clerk. 
 
 
I.   CALL TO ORDER: 
 
     Mayor Charles McLaurin called the May 9, 2023, Eastover Town Council meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed all in attendance. 
 
II.  INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
   Pastor, Fred Williams gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
III.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
     Mayor Charles McLaurin asked for a motion to approve/disapprove the agenda as stated.  
Council Member Cheryl Hudson made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was 2nd 
by Council Member Brian Pearce. The vote was unanimous for approval. 
 
IV.   PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
     Mr. Danny Matthews, President, Eastover Fire Department Board of Directors, and Ms. 
Cathy Ryals, resident, Jimree Avenue.    
 
     Mr. Matthews told the Council that the Eastover Fire Department Fire Chief, Deputy 
Chief and other firemen are attending a graduation. He stated that Eastover Fire 
Department is a member of the Cumberland County junior fire fighter’s association and 
tonight is their graduation.  The Eastover Fire Department has 3 volunteers that have 
completed this program and are graduating. He then thanked the Council for their time and 
support.   
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     Ms. Cathy Ryals stated that she is representing the neighborhood of Tranquil Acres.  
She said that they have become aware that a business has bought a home in the 
neighborhood and is planning on having elderly care or halfway house. The neighbors are 
against this and have a covenant that states this is not allowed.   
 
     The Council stated that the Town follows Cumberland County, and this is an allowable 
use.  The Town Attorney, Mr. Donald Hudson, informed Ms. Ryals that this would be a civil 
dispute and they would need to contact an attorney if their covenant is valid. 
 
V.   CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

1. Consider approval of the Town Council Meeting Minutes for April 11, 2023. 
 

2. Consider approval of the March 2023 Financial Reports.  
 

 
     Mayor McLaurin asked the Council if they had any questions concerning the Consent 
Agenda. There were none. Mayor McLaurin asked for a motion to approve/disapprove the 
Consent Agenda as stated. 
 
     Council Member Bruce Sykes made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as stated. 
The motion was 2nd by Council Member Lawrence Buffaloe. The vote was unanimous for 
approval. 
 
VI.  DISCUSSION AGENDA: 
 
Agenda Item #1: 
 
Steve Oliverio, Project Manager, Bartlett Engineering & Surveying, PC     
 
     Mr. Oliverio stated that he was there to represent a commercial retail business. He stated 
that the company would like to develop the lot located at 3361 Dunn Road.  The development 
group is very cautious.  He stated this will be a dollar type business.   
 
     The Council informed Mr. Oliverio that he would need to proceed with Planning and Zoning.  
They said the case would be brought before them after he completed the process and at that 
time, they would be able to make suggestions and comments. 
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Agenda Item #2: 
 
John And Linda Sanderson: Building for a restaurant. 
 
    Mr. John Sanderson addressed the Council.  He informed them that he would be building a 
building for a restaurant off of Murphy Road.  He stated that he and Ms. Linda Sanderson 
would just be the building managers and the restaurant would be run by someone else.  Mr. 
and Ms. Sanderson stated that it would be approximately 1 year before it was completed.  
    
Agenda Item #3: 
 
Interlocal Agreement for Services and Facilities    
 
The Attorney, Council, and City of Fayetteville met to discuss renewing the Interlocal 
Agreement for services and facilities between the Town of Eastover and the City of 
Fayetteville. The City of Fayetteville added a few standard legal changes to the agreement. 
The agreement will be in effect from July 1, 2023, until June 30, 2026.  
 
Council Member Stan Crumpler made a motion to accept the Interlocal agreement for Services 
and Facilities with the City of Fayetteville. Council Member Lawrence Buffaloe seconded the 
motion.  The vote was unanimous for approval. 
 
Agenda Item #4: 
 
Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 2023-06: Increase Dept. Materials & Supplies, Bank 
Charges/Fees, Eastover Ballpark, and Capital Outlay     
 
Mr. Autry stated that this amendment will allow the ARP funds to be used correctly and clean up 
the accounts that were incorrectly used. 
 
Council Member Stan Crumpler made a motion to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 
2023-06.  Council Member Cheryl Hudson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously 
approved.   
 
Agenda Item #5: 
 
FY 2024 Budget Proposal Items   
 
Mr. Autry gave a copy of the proposed budget for FY 2024.  He stated that a work session could 
be scheduled as needed.  The budget has a few increases, and the revenues are approximately 
the same.  He reminded the Council that in FY 2025 due to sales tax the revenues will decrease 
approximately $600,000.00.  
 
The budget includes an increase for part-time employment, for code enforcement, fire 
contingency of $100,000.00, installation of pickle ball courts, and a storage/maintenance 
building. 
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A public Hearing will be held on June 13, 2023.  A copy of the proposed budget is available at 
the Town Hall. 
 
A work session will be scheduled before the public hearing. 
 
Agenda Item #6: 
 
Amendment to Commercial Core Overlay    
 
Council Member Stan Crumpler stated that changes were needed to the Commercial Core 
Overlay due to wording issues and some misunderstandings.  Item numbers 7, 23, and 24 have 
been changed.   
 
After some discussion Mayor McLaurin called for a vote.  Council Member Cheryl Hudson made 
a motion to approve the Amendment to the Commercial Core Overlay as presented. Council 
Member Bruce Sykes seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous for approval.  
 
Agenda Item #7: 
 
Breakfast for Mayors Coalition 
 
The Town of Eastover is hosting the next Mayors Coalition Meeting in August. The Council 
suggested using Ms. Bobbie Izzell from Mama Bs in Wade, NC, for breakfast at the meeting.   
      
VII.    RECEIVE MAYOR’S UPDATE: 
 

• Community Watch is the 2nd Monday of every month; attendance is at an all-time 
high.  

• Employee maintenance position needed 

• Truck Stop parking lot at   needs to be cleaned  

• Need speed limit warning signs, could purchase battery or solar powered 
 
VIII.   RECEIVE TOWN COUNCIL UPDATE. 
 

• Thank Office Green for checking the speeders off Middle Road 

• June 23, 2023, will be the first concert for the Town of Eastover at the Amphitheater. 
featuring Rivermist. The Town needs to contact Eastover Ballpark Association and 
see if they will be running the concession stand and also need to add a food truck 

• The fire department is requesting to use the Town’s Gator to move people if an 
emergency arises 

• Speed limit signs and children at play signs need to be put in at Eastover North 
 
IX.      RECEIVE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE. 
 

• Visited the Vape Shop and they have things in place for the sub shop, but they 
changed the vent and now have to go back through and get another permit 
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• The Health Department has contacted the Town concerning the hotels that have 
extended stay lodging. Certain items are required if it is an extended stay (more than 
7 days). They said the Inspections department should be handling this matter. The 
Town will need to enact a nuisance law. 

• Mr. Autry is trying to set up a license plate reader demo.  

• Will be adding internet service to the community building 

• The streetlights for School Street and Church Street are being investigated.  

• The town has received 1 bid proposal for the construction of the bathrooms at the 
amphitheater. Certain requirements have to be met to use the Grant funds for the 
bathrooms. The completion deadline will be 6 months. 
 
Council Member Bruce Sykes made a motion to move forward with the construction 
of the bathrooms at the amphitheater. Council Member Stan Crumpler seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous for approval. 

• The playground equipment should be here any day now. The shelter for the bench at 
the splash pad will be delivered on May 12th.  

• The soccer field will be graded next week then the irrigation system will be nstalled 

• A letter will be sent to Nichols to get the gutters installed on the stage at the 
amphitheater.  

 
X.    CONSIDER A MOTION TO ADJOURN. 
 
     Mayor Charles McLaurin asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
     A motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Bruce Sykes at 8:19 p.m. 
The motion was 2nd by Council Member Lawrence Buffaloe. The vote was 6-0 for approval. 
 
 
Town of Eastover 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Charles G. McLaurin, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Attest:  _________________, Town Clerk 
Elizabeth S. Bass 
 


